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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acl^nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), wliicli 
papers have been placed of record in tine file. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on 12 February 2008. These drawings are 
acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-4, 15, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US 2003/011 6343 A1 (AdachI). 

Adachi discloses, referring primarily to figure a flexible substrate with a base 
layer (17) of plastic and at least one electrically conductive structure (13-1) printed with 
electrically conductive ink on one side of the base layer, the at least one electrically 
conductive structure between the base layer and at least one top layer (15) of plastic 
and each of the possible further electrically conductive structures (12-1) is situated 
between each of the two further top layers, and the base layer joined to the at least one 
top layer and each of the possible further top layers with neighboring top layers [claim 
1], wherein the at least one top layer exhibits at least one further electrically conductive 
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structure (12-2) printed with electrically conductive ink on the at least one top layer, and 
an electrically insulating intermediate layer (1 1) of plastic is provided between each of 
the electrically conductive structures (13-1 , 12-2) [claim 2] wherein the at least one top 
layer (14) is formed by the at least one further electrically conductive structure of the 
base layer with the electrically conductive structure folded at least once over itself 
([0006]) [claim 3] wherein the substrate is rolled up [claim 4], wherein the substrate is 
rolled up (col. 12, lines 20-30) [claim 15], wherein the at least one electrically conductive 
structure comprises structure parts that are printed one over the other and each printed 
structure is set back from the edge of the underlying printed structure forming a step 
[claim 17]. 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
6,294,111 B1 (Shacklett). 

Shacklett discloses, referring primarily to figure 1 , a process for continuous 
printing electrically conductive structures (14) with an electrically conductive ink on a 
flexible substrate (12) of plastic (col. 8, lines 50-55), characterized in that wherein the 
substrate is printed using the gravure printing method, intaglio or rotogravure (col. 5, 
lines 15-25) [claim 12], wherein the electrically conductive structures are printed a 
number of times on top of each other a number of times in order to increase the 
electrical conductivity (col. 7, lines 1-5) [claim 13], wherein the edge of each printed 
structure is set back from the edge of the underlying printed structure thus forming a 
step [claim 14]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5-1 1,16, and 18-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claim 5 states the limitation "wherein the electrically conductive structures are 
conductive strips that cross each other many times". This limitation, in conjunction with 
the other claimed features, was neither found to be disclosed in, nor suggested by, the 
prior art. Claim 16 states the limitation "wherein the electrically conductive structures 
are conductive strips that cross each other many times". This limitation, in conjunction 
with the other claimed features, was neither found to be disclosed in, nor suggested by, 
the prior art. Claim 18 states the limitation "wherein the base layer and the at least one 
top layer or in the case of further top layers, at least the top layer furthest removed from 
the base layer each exhibits a barrier layer as barrier against penetration of water 
vapor. This limitation, in conjunction with the other claimed features, was neither found 
to be disclosed in, nor suggested by, the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy C. Norris whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
1932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 am - 5:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on 571-272-1984. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retheval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jeremy C. Norris 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2841 

/Jeremy C. Morris/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2841 



